Barry Sheene on
a 350 Bultaco at
Snetterton In
March 1969.
(Nlck Nicholls)

headsd a growingand suc-
ul motorcycle factory can
ever have been as dedicated an

enthusiast d on or off-road sport as
Dan Francisco ‘Paco’ Butowas through
out Bultaco's quarter-century d existence.
Indeed, that was why hefounded the
company inthefirst place. .Previoudy
associatedwiththerivd M ontesafirm,
it wasitsdecisonto withdrawfrom 125
GPracingin 1958 that led Bulto to form
H's own company, with racing as the
principal means of establishing the
fledgling marque's name and reputation.

Together vith another former Montesa
employee, works rider Juan Garcia
(who,in deferenceto his Gibraltarian
background, raced under the named
John Grace),Bulto embarked on a pro-
grammed sporting involvement, Not| L&
in road racing but in motocrossand o
coursetria s, too.

But roadracingwas hisfirst love, and
beginning with an air-cooled125¢cc pro-
totype which debuted in Grace'shands
in 1960, Bultaco developed a range d
productionracer's which providedchesp,
reliableand by no meansuncompetitive
racing over the next decade for their
many customersdl over theworld.

Thecustomer versond that first 125
was swiftly marketed under the TSS label
(apossibly gpocryphal story holdsthat
Don Pamwas afand the Velocette XSS,
hencethe acronym!), and in 1962 gave

rise to a 250 class entry, obtained by bor-
ing out the 51.5 X 60mm longstroke
engineto 64.6mm, giving 196cc. This
carried Dan Shorey to sixth place in
theIoM TT against the mightd Japan
Inc, aswdl asto theBritishtitle,sofor
thefallowingseasonafull 260ce verson
was produced with even more over-
squaredimensionsd 72 X 60mm.

The TSS250 received water cooling
by thetimeit reached the marketplace
intimefor the 1965 season, though an
air-cooled version, known as the Metzalla,
was built for the street withan eyeon
productionracing.

This was successfully marketed in
the USA, as wdl as acquiring agiant-
killing reputation in the gruelling
Montjuic 24 Horas, and scoring acon-
troversial victory in the 1967 250cc
Production TT in the ISed Man —
controversial,becauseit wasso close
ly derived from Bultaco's GPracer!

Though thepiston-port 250 Bultaco was
never intendedto be a match for the
rotary-valve Japaneseand BBt Garman
two-stroket W ns which dominatedthe
cl ass at GPlevd, or theHonda or Benelli
four-gtrokemultis, it becameafavoured
choice d the Continental Circus pri-
vateers in the mid-1960s, and even
soored that unlikely dassicvictory inthe
hands d Bultaco's most faithful and
successful customer, Kiwi Ginger Molloy,
in the Ulster GP in 1966 — other Bultacos

weresecond and third.

Inthe next year, worksrider Savador
Canellas scored Bultaco's second GP
wininfrontd apassionate homecrowd,
winning the 125c¢ Spanish GP with
Mdloy in second place. May other
points-scoring@P placescametheway
d Bultaco riders, and it was at their
request that Bultacofinally produced a
TSS350 prototypein 1968, with 83.2X
84rmm 348cc air-cooled engine, based an
a deeved-down verson d the 360cc
Bandido motocrosser.

Thiswasentrustedto Mdloy for the
1968 @GP season, and he had somegreat
rideswithit behind Agostini's inevitable
MV triple finishing secondinthe it ch
TT at Assen andfourthin both E&st and
West German GPs.

These results convinced Bultaco to
put the TSS350 into productionready for
the following season, but by then
Yamaha was up to speed with its 350
twin and Bultacohad missed the boat
withitssingle.

However, Molloy did register a final mile-
stonefor the Bultaco marque in 1969,
when hefinished third in the Spanish
500cc (P at Jarama on a TSS350 bored
out to 356c¢ with almm oversize pis-
ton. Thi s wasthefirstti ne that any two-
stroke had ever finished on the ros-
t r umof a500cc Wald Championship GR

Thefuturebeckoned hut , sadly, Bultaco
was not to be part d it. Theadvent d
thetwin-cylinder productionracers spd t
theend of the TSSBuUltacoasa privateer
option, and no more were built after
1970. 1t had beenni ce whileit lasted.

Although the 40 o so TSS350 cus
tomer bikes built during1969 (thesin-
gle year d production) were never
comptitivein GPracing, they did make
their mak at nationd levd, and nowhere
more so than in Britain. In 1969 a
young rider named Barry Sheeneswept
all beforeh mvith asemi-worksTSS350
supplied by thefact ory andtuned by hi s
dad, Frank.

But the advent d the TR350 Yamaha
meant you had to beancther Sheeneto
have a chance d winning open 350
raceswith the Spanishsingle,in spite
d the fine handling delivered by the
heavy but dependablechassis.

Inthemid-1970sthe TSS350 hed anew
leased lifeintheflourishing Sngle-cylin:
der class, but then thesparepartsran
out and the Bultacos retired fromtherace
track. Untl now.... AC
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